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THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF CHURCH MUSIC

Voice for Life chorister awards
Syllabus - 2021 onwards

Bronze Award
Unaccompanied Items

The unaccompanied item at Bronze level is designed to assess whether the candidate can maintain
pitch over an extended melodic line. They will also be assessed on musical shaping, clarity of
diction, tone quality and all the other elements essential to a really good performance. They will
also be assessed on rhythmic flexibility or precision, according to the style and genre of the chosen
piece.

In the exam, the accompanist or examiner can give the key chord and starting note, but no more
than that. The candidate will be expected to set an appropriate tempo and to establish and

maintain the overall tonality of the music from there onwards.

Each example may be transposed up or down by a tone or a semitone as best suits the candidate's
vocal range.

It is not compulsory to perform these short examples from memory, but it is possible that doing so
will result in a better sense of communication in the performance.

A greyscale, printer-friendly version can be found here.

2a - Kyrie — Missa de Angelis
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http://www.rscm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/BRONZE-AWARD-Unaccompanied-items-2021-syllabus-Greyscale-v2.pdf

RSCM Bronze Award — 2021 Syllabus — Unaccompanied Items

2b - Steal away
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Steal a-way, steal a-way, steal a-way to Je - sus.
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Steal a-way, steal a-way home, | aint got long to stay here.
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My Lord he calls me, he calls me by the thun - der! The
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trum-pet sounds with-in-a my soul, | aint got long to stay here.
2c - Jesus walked this lonesome valley
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Je-sus  walked___ this lone-some val - ley, he had to  walk it by him-
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self. Oh, no-bo-dy else___ could walk it for him, he had to
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walk it by__  him- self. Oh no-bo-dy else___ could walk it
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for him, he had to walk it by him self.
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