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COVID-19: Guidance for Safe  

Music-making in Church 

UPDATE: 26th January 2022 

This document is based on the guidance from the Government in Westminster, and not 

arrangements for devolved administrations. Our website contains other information for the 

UK’s devolved administrations HERE; this set of guidance notes has taken the Church of 

England as the guiding ‘church’ context. Their latest guidance is HERE. 

 

General principles: 

The current situation is now that we revert to the Government’s ‘Plan A’. Singing and musical 

performances of all kinds are allowed in churches, including congregational singing, and choirs 

and worship groups can perform without legal limitations. 

Decisions locally are generally made more successfully when (all) those who deliver and lead 

worship have had an input into the conversations about local response. Typically, this might 

include vicar/incumbent, churchwardens, PCC representation, and the director of 

music/organist/lead musician of a church. 

The nature of these discussions needs to reflect the fact that there will be a range of 

approaches to risk, and recognise that churches are diverse communities where different 

groups and individuals have different priorities and needs. Music and musicians are, of course, 

a vital and important part of the (worshipping) life of the church; but they are not the only 

part. For advice about positive shapes of conversation and questions you might cover, see our 

additional document HERE. 

Whatever decisions are reached, it remains important to risk assess your situation (our RSCM 

templates are still available to help you) and to re-visit the arrangements on a regular basis, 

not least as the wider COVID circumstances continue to evolve. 

The overall narrative should be taken that, just because all restrictions are lifted, it does not 

automatically imply that all changes to ‘new normal’ should happen at once, any more than 

reaching a de-restriction sign on a road means that one should automatically drive at the 

maximum speed limit, regardless of the bends in the road. 

The RSCM is not itself responsible for the implementation of these guidance notes; and the 

spirit underpinning all your decision making should be one of reasonableness and 

responsibility. 

 

 

Go ahead?  Think carefully about the ‘performing’ forces needed to offer the worship intended. 

You should consider decisions taking into account the wider health context in your area and the 

http://www.rscm.org.uk/
https://www.rscm.org.uk/covid-19-resources-for-churches/
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-01/COVID%2019%20Guidance%20v2.4_0.pdf
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context of your participants, particularly if clinically vulnerable individuals are involved. 

 

How safe does it need to be? In thinking through your potential provision, and in completing 

risk assessments, you might use a working hypothesis that one or more members of your 

musicians may be infected with COVID. Do your mitigation measures mean that you are 

reasonably satisfied that the rest of your group is protected sufficiently? 

 

FAQs 

PLEASE read the document first, but if you have any subsequent questions, you are welcome 

to email enquiries@rscm.com. 

1. What about the choir: can they continue to sing? Yes. Local decision making may 

inform the question of whether masks should be worn; and is part of the overall package 

of risk assessment and mitigation (including ventilation/spacing etc.) 

 

2. So can we have choir practice as usual? Yes. 

 

3. What about COVID testing? Asking your choir to take Lateral Flow Tests before 

attending for rehearsals or services may be a sensible precaution to take, and should be 

considered as part of your local risk assessment. 

 

4. Can children sing? Yes. 

 

5. How many children (U18s) can be in the choir? No limits.  

6. How many musicians and singers can we have?  

This will be informed by your own local risk assessment of space available between 

singers). Good ventilation and duty of care towards singers are both essential.   

 

7. Can the congregation sing? Yes! Local decisions regarding the wearing of masks in 

church apply. For support with getting your congregation singing again, see HERE  

 

8. Where can I find Risk Assessment templates? Here are links to the RSCM website 

documents:   

http://www.rscm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Risk-assessment-introduction.pdf 

http://www.rscm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Risk-assessment-template.pdf 

Please also refer to the RSCM’s webpage for all our Covid-19 resources:  

https://www.rscm.org.uk/covid-19-resources-for-churches/ 

 

http://www.rscm.org.uk/
mailto:enquiries@rscm.com
https://sway.office.com/tdKGj4CuIHaTu4OF?ref=Link
http://www.rscm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Risk-assessment-introduction.pdf
http://www.rscm.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/Risk-assessment-template.pdf
https://www.rscm.org.uk/covid-19-resources-for-churches/
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9. If someone is ill and potentially diagnosed with COVID, does all the choir have to 

isolate? No – but this reinforces the need to try and mitigate all casual encounters 

whilst choir activity takes place. Any ‘close contacts’ will be approached by NHS Track 

and Trace. Wider government regulations on this still apply; regular testing of the choir 

might be something you could encourage. RSCM has been working with Making Music 

and the Association of British Choral Directors, and we commend the use of ‘Well 

Rehearsed’ app for tracking attendance data. WellRehearsed app for rehearsals | Making 

Music 

10. Can a choir sing at a pastoral service, then? (e.g. a wedding or funeral) Yes. 

11. What do we need to do about music copies? No specific restrictions 

 

12. Can we use choir robes? Yes.  

13. What (additional) protection does the conductor need? Individual circumstances 

will dictate this, but is a question you should work through. 

14. Can we use the choir stalls? Yes. 

15. Do the musicians need to be a specific distance from the congregation? No; but 

you should consider whether some level of distancing is still appropriate. 

16. Can we process in church? Yes. 

17. What instruments can we use in worship? There are no specific restrictions. 

18. Can music group singers share microphones? There are no specific restrictions, but 

we would continue to recommend that you take sensible, proportionate precautions. 

 

19. Can an Officiant sing (at Evensong for example)? Yes. 

 

http://www.rscm.org.uk/
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/resource/wellrehearsed-app-covid-19#:~:text=WellRehearsed%20is%20a%20free%20and%20anonymous%20rehearsal%20Covid-19,of%20British%20Choral%20Directors%20%28abcd%29%20and%20Making%20Music.
https://www.makingmusic.org.uk/resource/wellrehearsed-app-covid-19#:~:text=WellRehearsed%20is%20a%20free%20and%20anonymous%20rehearsal%20Covid-19,of%20British%20Choral%20Directors%20%28abcd%29%20and%20Making%20Music.

