Outline Christmas Carol Service
THE GATHERING
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

17
O come our world’s Redeemer, come

83
Joy to the world! the Lord has come

16
O come, O come, Emmanuel

69
Hark! the herald angels sing








INTRODUCTION / BIDDING PRAYER  (EITHER 1 or 2)







1. Welcome. At Christmas time we delight again to hear the story of the journey to Bethlehem, the song of the angels, the surprise of the shepherds, and their joy as they found Jesus in the manger.    
But lest we forget he was born to poverty, we remember at this season all who are hungry or cold.  

And lest we forget he became a refugee, we remember now the stranger and the lonely among us.  

And lest we forget he felt the pain of life and death, we remember now those who are ill, or anxious, or bereaved.  
And because we know he came for our salvation, let us in heart and mind go once again to Bethlehem, to hear the message of the angels and worship afresh the Son of God.
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2. I welcome you, on behalf of … We have come together as the family of God, in our Father’s presence, to celebrate the great festival of Christmas. In this service we hear and receive the good news of the birth of Christ and we offer to God our thanksgiving in the joyful singing of carols.

As we gather together in the name of Christ, we pray for the world he came to save:

for the Church, that it may be enabled in our generation to surrender anew to God’s holy Wisdom, and bear the good news of God’s love to a needy world;

for the world, which is already Christ’s, that all its peoples may recognize their responsibility for its future, and may be inspired by the message of Christmas to work together for the establishment of justice, freedom and peace everywhere;

for all in special need, the sick, the anxious, the lonely, the fearful and the bereaved, that the peace and light of the Christ-child may bring hope and healing to all who sit in darkness.

We commend all whom we love, or who have asked for our prayers, to the unfailing mercy of our heavenly Father, and say together, as Christ himself taught us:

The Lord’s Prayer is said.
Common Worship: Times and Seasons
PRAYERS OF PENITENCE
Christ the light of the world has come to dispel the darkness of our hearts. In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Silence is kept.

Lord of grace and truth,
we confess our unworthiness
to stand in your presence as your children.
We have sinned:
All
forgive and heal us.

The Virgin Mary accepted your call
to be the mother of Jesus.
Forgive our disobedience to your will.
We have sinned:
All
forgive and heal us.

Your Son our Saviour
was born in poverty in a manger.
Forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
We have sinned:
All
forgive and heal us.

The shepherds left their flocks
to go to Bethlehem.
Forgive our self-interest and lack of vision.
We have sinned:
All
forgive and heal us.

The wise men followed the star
to find Jesus the King.
Forgive our reluctance to seek you.
We have sinned:
All
forgive and heal us.

May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw us to himself,
and cleanse us from all our sins
that we may behold the glory of his Son,
the Word made flesh,
All
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.
New Patterns for Worship

The Word of God

First Reading:Isaiah 9.2,6,7



The prophecy of the Messiah’s birth
CAROL

26
The people who in darkness walked

86
Long ago, prophets knew

27
There’s a great light

COLLECT
Lord our God,
on the first day of creation
you made the light that scatters all darkness.
Let Christ, the light of lights,
hidden from all eternity,
shine at last on your people
and free us from the darkness of sin.
Fill our lives with joy
as we go out to welcome your Son at his coming.
We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.  Amen.




The Promise of His Glory
HYMN

100-102
O little town of Bethlehem
Second Reading: Luke 1.26-38



The Annunciation to Mary
CAROL


32
When the angel came to Mary

6
Gabriel the angel came
21
The angel Gabriel from heaven came

COLLECT
Heavenly Father,
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary
to be the mother of the promised Saviour:
fill us your servants with your grace,
that in all things we may embrace your holy will
and with her rejoice in your salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Common Worship
HYMN (sung in procession to the Crib)

39-41
Away in a manger

106
Once in royal David’s city

94
O come, all ye faithful 

Third Reading: Luke 2.1-7


The birth of Jesus
THE BLESSING OF THE CRIB
A hallowed day has dawned upon us.
Come and worship the Lord:

All
for a great light has shone on the earth.

Hear the words of the book of Wisdom:
When peaceful silence lay over all and night was in the midst of her

swift course, from your royal throne, O God, down from the heavens,

leapt your almighty Word.

Hear the words of Saint John:
God’s love for us was revealed when God sent his only Son into the

world so that we could have life through him.

All
Thanks be to God.
CAROL (sung at the Crib)
127
To Bethlehem the strangers came
44
Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light

76-77
Infant holy, infant lowly

Let us pray 
that God our Father will bless this crib, 

and that all who worship his Son, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 

may come to share his life in glory.

God our Father, 

on this night your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 

for us and for our salvation; 

bless this crib,

which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 

may all who see it be strengthened in faith
and receive the fullness of life he came to bring; 

who lives and reigns for ever.  
All
Amen.









Common Worship: Times and Seasons
Holy Jesus,

to deliver us from the power of darkness

you humbled yourself to be born among us 

and were laid in a manger.

Let the light of your love always shine in our hearts,

and bring us at last to the joyful vision of your beauty,

for you are now alive and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

God for ever and ever.  
All
Amen.
HYMN (during which the procession returns from the Crib)

66
God of God, the uncreated

28
Thy kingdom come!

Fourth Reading: Luke 2.8-16


The shepherds go to the manger
CAROL

65
Go, tell it on the mountain

141
New light has dawned

85
Listen to the message

125
There’s a Saviour to see

COLLECT
Lord Jesus Christ,
your birth at Bethlehem
draws us to kneel in wonder at heaven touching earth:
accept our heartfelt praise
as we worship you,
our Saviour and our eternal God.  Amen.




Common Worship: Additional Collects
HYMN

131
While shepherds watched their flocks by night

38
Angels from the realms of glory

116
Silent night

Fifth Reading: Matthew 2.1-11

Wise men are led by the star to Jesus
CAROL
43
Born in a stable

145
Small wonder the star

87
Lord, when you came to earth

COLLECT
Creator of the heavens,
who led the Magi by a star
to worship the Christ-child:
guide and sustain us,
that we may find our journey's end
in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.





Common Worship: Additional Collects
HYMN

135
As with gladness men of old

149
We three kings of orient are

80
Jesus Christ the Lord is born

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia.

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us,

and we have seen his glory. 

Alleluia.
Common Worship (cf John 1.14)

Sixth Reading: John 1.1-14


The Incarnation of the Word of God
ADDRESS
HYMN
50
Christians, awake salute the happy morn

66
God of God, the uncreated

THE PRAYERS
Prayers of Intercession may be offered (if no intercession is included in the Bidding Prayer)
Christ, born in a stable,
give courage to all who are homeless:
Jesus, Saviour,
all
hear our prayer.

Christ, for whom the angels sang,
give the song of the kingdom to all who weep:
Jesus, Saviour,
all
hear our prayer.

Christ, worshipped by the shepherds,
give peace on earth to all who are oppressed:
Jesus, Saviour,
all
hear our prayer.

Christ, before whom the wise men knelt,
give humility and wisdom to all who govern:
Jesus, Saviour,
all
hear our prayer.
Christ, whose radiance filled a lowly manger,
give the glory of your resurrection to all who rest in you:
Jesus, Saviour,
all
hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ,
Son of the Father,
full of the Spirit,
hear our prayer,
receive our praises,
fill our lives.  
Amen.

New Patterns for Worship

The Lord’s Prayer is said (if it has not been said as part of the Gathering)
The following introduction may be used:

Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,

let us pray in the words our Saviour gave us.

The Dismissal

HYMN




94
O come, all ye faithful
69
Hark! The herald angels sing

COLLECT
God our Father,
whose Word has come among us
in the Holy Child of Bethlehem:
may the light of faith illumine our hearts
and shine in our words and deeds;
through him who is Christ the Lord.  Amen.





Common Worship
BLESSING
May the Father,
who has loved the eternal Son from before the foundation of the world,
shed that love upon you his children.  
Amen.

May Christ,
who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly,
fill you with joy and peace.  
Amen.

May the Holy Spirit,
by whose overshadowing Mary became the Godbearer,
give you grace to carry the good news of Christ.  
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be upon you and remain with you always.  
Amen.





Common Worship: Times and Seasons
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