
Sunday by Sunday on the web: The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
The dates on which the Virgin Mary is honoured vary in churches of different traditions, 
but include 25 March, 31 May, 15 August, 8 September and 8 December as well as the Fourth Sunday of Advent. 
 
Associated Bible readings from the Common Worship lectionary include: 

Genesis 3.8-15,20 
Isaiah 7.10-14 
Isaiah 61.10,11 
Micah 5.1-4 
Zephaniah 3.14-18 

Acts 1.12-14 
Romans 8.18-30 
Romans 12.9-16 
Galatians 4.4-7 
Hebrews 10.4-10 
Revelation 11.19 – 12.6,10 

Luke 1.26-38 
Luke 1.39-49 
Luke 1.46-55 
John 19.25-27 

 
Associated psalms include: 

Psalm 40.5-10 
Psalm 45.10-17 
Psalm 113 
Psalm 131 

 
Hymns and songs 
 AMNS BPW CFE CH4 CP H&P HON HTC MP NEH R&S SG SOF TS 
A maiden most gentle          601     
A noble flow’r of Juda   5            
Adoramus te, Domine   11    921     208   
All prophets hail thee (EH 208)/ 
Sing how the age-long promise 

         156     

As I kneel before you   859            
As we come before you now   51            
At the cross her station keeping 
(Stabat mater) 

69  57  104  51   97     

Ave Maria! Blessèd maid! 
(EH 216) 

              

Ave Maria, O maiden, O mother   62            
Behold the servant of the Lord!      788       688  
Blest are the pure in heart 238 588 88  391 724 77 110  341  372   
Bring flowers of the rarest   101            
For Mary, mother of our Lord 360    238  182   161     
God, who made the earth and   225            



sky 
 AMNS BPW CFE CH4 CP H&P HON HTC MP NEH R&S SG SOF TS 
Hail Mary, mother of our God   237            
Hail to the Lord who comes 314    94     157     
Hail, O star that pointest/Star of 
ocean (Ave maris stella) 

  668    254   180     

Hail, Queen of heaven   238            
Hail to the Lord who comes 314    94 126    157     
Her Virgin eyes saw God 
incarnate born 

310    239     182     

Holy Virgin, by God’s decree   263            
Jesus, good above all other 378    487 732 350 96  387 528    
Let it be to me         406     313 
Like a child rests (L 453)               
Long ago, prophets knew 484  375  58 83 406   10    867 
Magnificat (Rizza)       935        
Maiden yet a mother   476            
Mary, blessèd grieving mother       441        
Mary, blessèd teenage mother       442        
Mary, crowned with living light   482            
Mary sang a song, a song of love 
(CH5 704) 

              

Mother of our Lord   493            
My soul glorifies the Lord              1442 
My soul rejoices   506            
No wind at the window    287           
Now tell us, gentle Mary           142    
O glorious Maid, exalted far          183     
O holy Mary   533            
O lady, full of God’s own grace   538            
O Mary, when our God chose 
you (L 329, LHON 531) 

              

O mother blest   544            
O purest of creatures!   550            
Praise we the Lord this day     240          
Regina caeli   616            
Salve regina   628            
Shall we not love thee, mother 
dear 

      595   184     



Sing of Mary, pure and lowly   652            
Sing we a song of high revolt 419 638     604        
Sing we of the blessèd mother   659  241  605   185     
Tell out, my soul 422 391 684 286 362 86 631 42 631 186 740 62 520 471 
The angel Gabriel from heaven 
came 

 177 686 285 242 87 634    139    

The breath of God, which ev’ry 
heart 

         645     

The God/Lord whom earth and 
sea and sky 

309  694  243     181     

The Lourdes Hymn (Immaculate 
Mary) 

  300            

Virgin-born, we bow before thee 311    244  701   187     
We are here to praise you    802     717    567  
When came in flesh the incarnate 
word 

         17     

When our God came to earth       740        
Where are you bound, Mary?   808            
With Mary let my soul rejoice 
(MCW1) 

              

Ye, who own/All who claim the 
faith of Jesus 

  29  231  759   188     

 AMNS BPW CFE CH4 CP H&P HON HTC MP NEH R&S SG SOF TS 

 
Anthems and vocal music 
Title Composer Voices E/M/D Book source Single sheet publisher 
UNISON/TWO PART/ HIGH VOICES 
Anthems for the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 

Plainsong U E/M  RSCM 

Settings of the Magnificat Various U/SATB E MCW1, CWP, NEP  
Alma redemptoris mater Anon arr Cleobury 3 part M AFC  
Ave Maria Holst SSSSAAAA D  Novello 
Ave Maria Lindley U/ 2part E EAC2; BC (SATB) Ramsey 
Ave Maria R.Panufnik SSA M  Universal 
Ave Maria Peeters U/2 part E FAB5 Peters 
Ave regina caelorum Dufay SAA unacc M AC3  
Cantemos a Maria Trad arr Guzman SSAA + percussion M WCFC2, OBFC  



For Mary, Mother of our Lord Lole 2 part E VFLS1  
Gabriel to Mary came Trad arr Bullard 2 part E OBFA  
Hail, Holy Queen Le Poidevin U E  WLP 
Heaven knows why R. & T.Allain SA E/M CV  
Hymn to the Virgin Pantcheff U E NAB1 Ricordi 
Hymn to the Virgin Verdi SSAA unacc D AC3  
Magnificat Rizza U/SATB# E FOL  
Mary, ponder in your heart Walker SB# E VE OCP 
Quam pulchra es Dunstable SAA unacc M AC3  
Sanctum nomen Rizza U/SATB# E FOLO  
Sing, holy Mother Mayhew SA E SYCC1  
The Angel Gabriel Trad arr Oxley 2 part E FAB2  
Tota pulchra es Duruflé SSA unacc M  Salabert 
Virgin-born, we bow before thee Anon U E TEA  
Virgin-born, we bow before thee Vann U E FAB2  
THREE/FOUR PARTS 
A tender shoot Goldschmidt SATB M AFC, TCB, CAKC RSCM 
A tender shoot Lole SATB E TAS  
Angelus ad virginem Trad arr Barry Rose SATB + soprano 

semichorus 
E/M N2  

Angelus ad virginem Trad arr Stokes SATB + solo ST 
unacc 

M  Encore 

Ave Maria Arcadelt SATB unacc E NOEAB, SEA1; AOAN 
(SAB) 

Novello 

Ave Maria Bruckner SATB unacc M/D ESM Peters 
Ave Maria Elgar SATB unacc M/D  RSCM 
Ave Maria Franck SATB E/M  RSCM 
Ave Maria Gounod SAMen E AOAN Ave Maria 
Ave Maria Josquin SATB unacc M ESM B&H 
Ave Maria Lindley SATB E  RSCM 
Ave Maria Moore SATB unacc M NAB3  
Ave Maria Rachmaninov SATB unacc D ESM RSCM 
Ave Maria Stravinsky SATB unacc M ESM B&H 
Ave Maria Vann SAMen M HHN  
Ave Maria Verdi SATB unacc D ESM  



Ave Maria Victoria SATB unacc  M/D ESM RSCM 
Ave maris stella Elgar SATB E  RSCM 
Ave regina coelorum Finnissy SATB unacc M CN  
Beata virgo Byrd SATB unacc M CHMO  
Dixit Maria Hassler SATB unacc M ETAS  
Dostoino yest Tchaikovsky SATB unacc M/D ESM  
Ecce concipies Handl SATB unacc M AFC  
God who made the earth and sky Grier SATB unacc D EAC1  
Hail! Blessed Virgin Mary Trad arr Wood SATB unacc E ETAS  
Hevene Quene Andrew SATB + solo S D  OUP 
Hymne a la Vierge Villette SATB unacc M/D  Durand 
Mary’s Magnificat Carter SATB M ACA, ACC OUP 
Ne timeas Maria Victoria SATB unacc E/M ETAS  
Of a rose Banks SATB E VFLS2, TAS  
Salve regina Maxim SATB unacc M SBS1  
Salve regina Poulenc SATB unacc M ESM UMP 
Sancta Maria Dunstable ATB unacc M SL  
Shall we not love thee, Mother dear Lole SATB E  RSCM 
Song of Mary Shephard SATB E  OUP 
The Angel Gabriel Trad arr Pettman SATB unacc E ACB, TCB IMP 
The Angel Gabriel Trad arr Rutter SATB unacc E CC3 OUP 
This lovely lady Kelly SATB unacc M SC  
Virga Jesse floruit Bruckner SATB unacc D AFC, CHMO Peters 
Virgin-born, we bow before thee Waters SATB E/M NOEAB  
FIVE OR MORE PARTS 
A Hymn to the Mother of God Tavener SSAAAATTBB 

unacc 
D EAC1 Chester 

Ave dulcissima Maria Lauridsen TTBB + solo TTT M  Faber 
Ave Maria Biebl TTB + TTBB unacc M SL  
Ave Maria Lauridsen SSAATTBB unacc M/D  Faber 
Ave Maria Wilby SSAATTBB unacc M  RSCM 
Ave maris stella Bullard SSAATTBB unacc D CN  
Ave maris stella Elgar SSATB M  RSCM 
Ave maris stella Grieg SSAATTBB unacc M ESM OUP 
Ave virgo sanctissima Guerrero SSATB unacc M/D ESM  
Bogoroditsye Dyevo Pärt SSAATTBB unacc M CAKC, RCM Universal 



Det ar en Rose utsprungen Praetorius arr 
Sandstrom 

SATB+ SSAATTBB 
unacc 

M CA  

Emmanuel P.Moore SSSATB M  Encore 
Hymn to Mary Sigurbjornsson SATBB unacc M  OUP 
Of a Rose, a lovely Rose Rutter SSATB M  OUP 
Totus tuus Gorecki SSAATTBB unacc M/D CA  
Unser lieben Frauen Traum Reger SSATBB unacc D ESM  
 
Songs from Taizé, Iona, and the world church 
Gaudete   T2 
Magnificat (canon or chorale)   T1, SPT 
Magnificat III   CLM 
Que j’exulte et jubile (I delight and rejoice)   CLM 
From a worn and weary nation   IKLS 
Magnificat (two versions)   HSNW, TIOAU 
No wind at the window   IKLS 
O bless the Lord   CAYP 
Sing out, my soul   LAA 
There is a line of women   IAMB, OITB 
Mary’s Salidumay   IECS 
 
Children’s songs 
Mary said to Joseph   CH257 
Sleep, sleep, gently sleep   BBP31 
The Virgin Mary had a baby boy   CAP121, CH4 300, JP251, RGS383, CAHON670 
Who came to Mary?   BBP30 
 
Organ music 
BEFORE    

J.S.Bach Meine Seele erhebt den Herren  BWV 648 In Novello Vol.16, Bärenreiter Vol.1, Peters Vol.7 E/M 

Benoit Fugue sur l’Alleluia de l’Immaculée Conception or 
Ave Maria de Lourdes 

No.3 or 6 of Sept Pièces (Consortium) E/M(*) 



Berlioz  Sérénade agreste à la Vierge From Three Pieces in Organ Music for Manuals Only (Dover) E* 

Boëllmann Prière à Notre-Dame, from Suite Gothique (many editions) E/M 

Dallier O clemens! O pia! No.2 of Cinq Invocations (Lemoine) E/M 

Dupré Ave maris stella I or II No.6 or 7 in Vêpres de Commun de la Sainte Vierge Op.18 (Gray) E/M 

Dupré Salve regina No.1 of Eight Short Preludes on Gregorian Themes (Summy-Birchard) E* 

Frescobaldi Ricercare dopo il Credo, from Messa ‘In Festis BVM’ No.44 in Fiori Musicali (Peters) E/M 

Gibbs Virgin-born, we bow before thee From Peacehaven Preludes (Bardic) E (*) 

Guridi Ave Maria No.17 in Escuela Española de Organo (UME) E/M 

Liszt Ave Maria von Arcadelt (many editions) E/M 

Plum La vierge au rouet In Niederländisch-Belgische Orgelromantik (Breitkopf) E* 

Ridout Procession (Salve regina) From Messe d’Orgue (Encore) E/M 

Willan Irish From 36 Short Preludes and Postludes Set 2 (Peters) E 

DURING    

Bédard Trio sur ‘Ave maris stella’ No.2 of Six Paraphrases Grégoriennes (Cheldar) E/M 

Benoit Versets 1-3 sur ‘Ave maris stella’ No.5 from Sept pièces (Consortium) E/M(*) 

Berlioz Sérénade agreste à la Madone From Three Pieces in Organ Music for Manuals Only (Dover) E* 

Brahms Es ist ein’ Ros’ In Eleven Chorale Preludes Op.122 (many editions) E/M* 



Frescobaldi Christe eleison or Toccata per l’Elevatione, from 
Messa ‘In Festis BVM’ 

Nos.39, 40 and 47 in Fiori Musicali (Peters) E-E/M 

Guridi Ave Maria No.17 in Escuela Española de Organo (UME) E/M 

Hakim    Antienne (on ‘Salve regina’) or Incantation From Mariales (UMP) E/M 

Hesford Meditations ‘Our Lady Victorious’ In St Cecilia Organ Library Vol.1 (Cramer) E 

Langlais Boys Town, lieu de paix (‘Ave maris stella’) In Mosaique Vol.1 (Combre) E/M 

Lloyd Es ist ein’ Ros’ In Fifty Hymn Preludes (Mayhew) M 

Peeters Ave maris stella Op.75 No. 9 In Thirty Chorale Preludes on Gregorian Themes Bk.1 (Peters) M 

Ridout Communion From Messe d’Orgue (Encore) E 

Strungk Meine Seele erhebet den Herrn In Choralvorspiele alter Meister (Peters 3048) E/M 

AFTER    

Anon. Gloria de Sancta Maria Vergine (nine movements) From The Buxheimer Orgelbuch Vol.1 (Hinrichsen) E*-M* 

Anon. Magnificat octavi toni From The Buxheimer Orgelbuch Vol.1 (Hinrichsen) M* 

J.S.Bach Fugue on the Magnificat  BWV733 In Novello Vol.18, Bärenreiter Vol.3, Peters Vol.7 M/D 

Betteridge Vignettes on ‘There is no rose’ (Paraclete) M/D 

Buxtehude Magnificat primi toni BuxWV 203 In Complete Works Vol.4 (Bärenreiter) M 

Buxtehude Four Magnificat Movements BuxWV204/205 In Complete Works Vol.4 (Bärenreiter) E-M 

Coelho Ave maris stella In The Progressive Organist Bk.3 (Novello) E 

Dallier Electa ut sol No.5 of Cinq Invocations (Lemoine) M/D 



Dupré Virgo dei genetrix No.2 of Eight Short Preludes on Gregorian Themes Op.45 (Summy-Birchard) E* 

Farrant Felix namque In The Mulliner Book (Stainer) M* 

Françaix Mère Marie de l’Incarnation From Suite Carmelite (Transatlantiques) E 

Guilmant Magnificat Op.41/2 In A Graded Anthology for Organ Bk.4 (Cramer) E 

Hakim Danse (‘Ave maris stella’) In Mariales (UMP) E/M 

d'Hooghe O gloriosa virginum In Niederländisch-belgische Orgelromantik (Breitkopf) E/M 

Nivers Hymn ‘Ave maris stella’ In Faber Early Organ Series Vol.8 (Faber) E/M(*) 

Pachelbel Magnificat Fugue II In A Graded Anthology for Organ Bk.2 (Cramer) E* 

Peeters O gloriosa virginum No.3 of Ten Chorale Preludes on Gregorian Themes Op.77 (Peters) M 

Ridout Sortie (Salve regina) From Messe d’Orgue (Encore) M 

 


