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Sunday by Sunday on the web 
Liturgy resources for Mothering Sunday 
 
Common Worship lectionary readings 
Exodus 2.1-10 or 1 Samuel 1.20-28 
Psalm 34.11-20 or Psalm 127.1-4 
2 Corinthians 1.3-7 or Colossians 3.12-17 
Luke 2.33-35 or John 19.25-27 
 
Singing the Psalm 
Psalm 34.11-20  FGP, CRP, PAME, SP, CWP, NPCW, MCW1, L, C, H&P 
Foley  The Lord hears the cry of the poor  L, LHON 
Brown  The Lord is close to the broken hearted  PS1# 
Psalm 127.1-4  PFE2, CRP, PAME, SP, CWP, NPCW, H&P 
 
Hymns and songs 
 pos rdg AMNS CFE CH4 CP H&P HON HTC MP NEH R&S SG SOF SPR TS 

All things bright and beautiful  s 116 27 137 251 330 25 283 23 264  294 14  14 
Brother, sister, let me serve you/ 
Will you let me be your servant  s  813 694 393  88    474 619 54 263  

Children of the heavenly King  s 213      566  344      
Come down, O Love divine  2e 156 125 489 175 281 114 231 89 137 294 663 1202  71 
Father on high, to whom we pray  s       296        
For Mary, Mother of our Lord  g 360   238  182   161      
For the beauty of the earth ga s 104 177 181 253 333 184 298 152 285 41 298 112   
Glorious things of thee are spoken  s 172 195 738 435 817 205 494 173 362 560 35 127  691 
God is our strength and refuge  s    443  219 527 188   650   699 
God of Eve and God of Mary  s             42  
Great God, we praise the mighty 
love  s       299        

Happy are they, they that love God  s 176   456 711 262 473  369      
Happy the home that welcomes you  s     366  300        
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 pos rdg AMNS CFE CH4 CP H&P HON HTC MP NEH R&S SG SOF SPR TS 
He’s got the whole world in his 
hands  s  249   25   225       

I come with joy of s 473  656 305 610 304 408  623 447 469  217  
Jesu(s), good above all other  s 378   487 732 350 96  387 528     
Jesus’ hands were kind hands  s   351  393     197     
Jesus put this song into our hearts  s   692   851         
Let all the world in every corner sing pc 2e 202 357 122 497 10 382 342 404 394 114 47 879   
Lord, I come before your throne of 
grace  1e        1087   125 894  1967 

Lord, make us servants of your peace  2e   527          290  
Lord of all hopefulness  s 394 386 166 507 552 413 101 882 239 531 509 902   
Lord of the home, your only Son  s 494   510 367          
Make me a channel of your peace  2e  478 528 519 776 437 S 19 456  629 691 381  348 
May the mind of Christ my Saviour  2e   536 521 739 447 550 463   671 1448  887 
Mothering God, you gave me birth  s   117            
Now thank we all our God pc s 205 512 182 530 566 474 33 486 413 72 54 405   
O God beyond all praising ga       489 36  644  53  299  
O God in heaven, whose loving plan  s 407   535 369          
O Lord, my heart is not proud  s      939       329 397 
Our Father God in heaven  s             43  
Put peace into each other’s hands  s  659    575    635 479  251 1489 
Sing we of the blessèd mother  g  659 241   605   185      
Tell his praise in song and story  1ps      630 41        
Tell out, my soul  s 422 684 286 362 86 631 42 631 186 740 62 520  471 
The King is among us gr 2ps      648  650    532   
The Lord created families  s   684            
Through all the changing scenes of 
life  1ps 209 740  604 73 686 46 702 467 685 654 1566  1561 
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Anthems and vocal music 

Title Composer Voices E/M/D Book source Single sheet 
publisher 

UNISON/TWO PART/ HIGH VOICES 
Settings of the Magnificat (Song of Mary) Various U–SATB E-M MCW1, C, CWP, L, NEP, VE, SPR  
A Blessing for Mother’s Day Marsh U E VFLS1  
A Song of St Anselm Marsh U + cong E VFLS2  
Ave Maria Holst SSSSAAAA unacc D  Bosworth 
Ave Maria Lindley U/2 part E EAC2 Banks 
Ave Maria Mozart 4 part E AC4  
Ave Maria Peeters U/2 part E FAB5 Peters 
Community of Christ Farrell U + descant#  E BFS, GBU OCP 
Faith, hope and love Ogden 2 part E SBS1 RSCM 
For the beauty of the earth Rutter SS E/M  OUP 
God beyond all names Farrell U/SATB# E GBAN, CFE, L, BFS OCP 
God’s holy family Schiavone U/SATB E  OCP 
Guard my soul Smith U# E PS3  
I say ‘Yes,’ Lord Pena arr Haugen U/SATB# E  GIA 
Like a child rests in its mother’s arms Walker U# E OOD, L OCP 
Loving God Aston 2 part E BC, SBSE RSCM 
Now thank we all our God Marsh 2 part E VFLS1  
O Lord, my heart is not proud Rizza SA E SYCC4  
O Lord, my heart is not proud Rizza U/SATB# E CAHON, SPR, TS, FOL, CAS  
On the day I called Farrell U# E CBL, BFS  
Prayer for a new mother Shephard U E/M  RSCM 
She comes with mother’s kindnesses Harper U E SOTL  
Song of St Anselm Marsh U + congregation E VFLS2  
Stabat mater Pergolesi SS M SFL2, AC2  

Take this moment Bell U/SAB/SATB# E CG, IAMB, LFB, OITB, WIS, SPR, 
CFE, CH4, CH5, L, STF GIA 
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Virgin-born, we bow before thee Bourgeois U E TEA OUP 
THREE / FOUR PARTS 
As truly as God is our Father Mathias SATB M/D ETAS OUP 
Ave Maria Arcadelt SATB unacc E  Novello 
Ave Maria Bruckner SATB unacc D ESM Peters 
Ave Maria Elgar SATB unacc M/D ESM RSCM 
Ave Maria Franck SATB E/M  RSCM 
Ave Maria Josquin SATB unacc M ESM Peters 
Ave Maria Rachmaninov SATB unacc M NAB RSCM 
Ave Maria Vann SAMen M HHN  
Ave Maria Verdi SATB unacc D ESM Peters 
Ave Maria Victoria SATB unacc M/D ESM RSCM 

Fathers and mothers Trad arr 
Barnard SATB/U E SBSE  

For the beauty of the earth Carter SATB M NOEAB OUP 
For the beauty of the earth Cousins SATB unacc M TNA  
For the beauty of the earth Joubert SATB M MTH1  
For the beauty of the earth Rutter SATB M JRA OUP 
Lord of the home Barnard SATB/U E SBSE  
Shall we not love thee, Mother dear Lole SATB E  RSCM 
The Lord bless you and keep you Rutter SATB M JRA, EAC1, WFC; OBFA (SAMen) OUP 
To God all praise and glory Viner SATB M TNA  
Unser lieben Frauen Traum Reger SATB unacc M/D ESM  
FIVE OR MORE PARTS 
A Hymn to the Mother of God Tavener SSAAAATTBBBBBB unacc D EAC1 Chester 
Ave Maria Wilby SSAATTBB M/D  RSCM 
Salve Regina – To the mothers in Brazil Lars Jansson SSAATTBB M/D  Walton Music 
Stabat mater Palestrina SATB + SATB unacc D  Chester 
Vox Dei Wilby SATB + SSAATTBB unacc D EAC1 Chester 
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Taizé, Iona and world music 
God can only give faithful love   TSFP 
Magnificat (canon or chorale)   T1, SPT 
Magnificat III   CLM 
Nothing can ever come between us   CLM 
Love is the touch   OITB 
Magnificat (two versions)   HSNW, TIOAU 
Now we sing to praise love’s blessing   IAMB 

O bless the Lord   CAYP 
Sing out, my soul   LAA 
Somebody prayed for me   WWHW 
There is a line of women   OITB, IAMB 
When trouble strikes (A woman’s care)   HSNW, WGIR 
For the beauty of the earth   IECS, WP 
Mary’s Salidummay   IECS 

 
Children’s songs 
Brother, sister, let me serve you (The Servant Song)   SFL1 20, CH27, CH4 694, CAHON88, RGS34 
God, you hold me like a mother   BBP52 
Heavenly Father, we would sing   JP358 
Lord Jesus Christ, you have come to us   CH145, JP156, CAHON411 
Thank you for the love   JP467 
Welcome to the family   KS357, JP613 
 
Organ music 

Composer Title and Source Level of 
difficulty 

BEFORE   

Bach Meine Seele erhebt den Herren BWV 648  
In Novello Vol.16, Bärenreiter Vol.1, Peters Vol.7 E/M 

Dallier O clemens! O pia! 
No.2 of Cinq Invocations (Lemoine) E/M 

Guilmant 
Offertoire sur ‘Afferentur, afferentur tibi’ or Offertoire sur ‘Ave Maria’ 
In The Liturgical Organist Op.65 Bk.9 (Masters, Schott) and Complete Works Vol.6 
(Warner) 

E/M 

Guridi Ave Maria 
No.17 in Escuela Española de Organo (UME) E/M 

Liszt Ave Maria von Arcadelt (numerous editions) E/M 
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Moore Prelude on ‘St Botolph’ 
In New Music for Organ Bk.2 (Mayhew) E 

Murray Chorale Prelude ‘Marienlied’ 
In An Organ Miscellany (Mayhew) M 

Nixon Variations on a French Folk Tune (‘Maiden most gentle’) 
In The Organist’s Liturgical Year (Mayhew) M 

Willan Ave maris stella 
From Five Preludes on Plainchant Melodies (OUP Archive, complete or singly) E/M 

DURING   

Archer             Chorale Prelude on ‘Dix’ 
In 25 Hymn Preludes: A Year of Praise (Mayhew)                                             E/M 

Bédard Trio sur ‘Ave maris stella’ 
No.2 of Six Paraphrases Grégoriennes (Cheldar) E/M 

Guilmant Duo Pastorale (verset from Magnificat) 
In A Graded Anthology for Organ Bk.3 (Cramer) E* 

Hakim Antienne (on ‘Salve Regina’) 
From Mariales (UMP) E/M 

Peeters Ave maris stella Op.75/9 
In Thirty Chorale Preludes on Gregorian Themes Bk.1 (Peters) M 

Strungk Meine Seele erhebet den Herrn 
In Choralvorspiele alter Meister (Peters) E/M 

AFTER   

Bach Kommst du nun, Jesu BWV 650 
No.6 of the Schübler Chorale Preludes (many editions) M/D 

Bach Fugue on the Magnificat  BWV 733 
In Novello Vol.18, Bärenreiter Vol.3, Peters Vol.7 M/D 

Couperin Dialogue sur les grands jeux 
No.20 from Messe pour les Couvents (Kalmus) E 

Dallier Electa ut sol 
No.5 of Cinq Invocations (Lemoine) M 
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Dupré Virgo dei genetrix 
No.2 of Eight Short Preludes on Gregorian Themes Op.45 (Summy-Birchard) E* 

Guilmant 
Sortie and Trio on ‘Ave maris stella’ 
In The Liturgical Organist Op.65 Bk.2 (Masters, Schott) and Complete Works Vol.6 
(Warner) 

M 

Schieferdecker Meine seele erhebet den Herren 
In Choralbearbeitungen des Norddeutschen Barocks (Breitkopf) E/M 

Pachelbel Magnificat Fugue II 
In A Graded Anthology for Organ Bk.2 (Cramer) E* 

Thiman Postlude on ‘Nun danket’ 
In Preludes and Voluntaries Bk.1 (Curwen) E/M 

 

This free online resource is published by the Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) as a supplement to its quarterly worship planner, Sunday by Sunday. Sunday by Sunday is available exclusively to 
Affiliate and Individual Members of the RSCM, a Christian educational charity committed to enabling the best use of music in worship, church life and the wider community. To join us, please visit 
www.rscm.com/membership or call +44 (0)1722 424848. An index of abbreviations can be found at www.rscm.com/assets/publications/sbys/abbreviations.pdf 
© The Royal School of Church Music. Revised February 2012.  


